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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 10, 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Murashima (U.S. Pub. 2004/0061887). 

Murashima discloses: 

regarding claims 1, 10, 15, a storage unit for storing a set value/image 
data; transmitting/providing unit for transmitting the set value/image data, which has 
been stored in the storage unit, in response to a request from the host device; and an 
updating/receiving unit for receiving print data from the host device and then updating 
the set value, which has been stored in the storage unit, based upon print data received 
from the host device (Paragraph 0021) 

Claims 2, 8, 9, 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Otokita (U.S. Pub. 2003/0016259). 

regarding claim 2, an image forming apparatus for receiving data from a 
host device (1) and forming an image (Figure 1), comprising: 
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a storage unit for storing a set value (Paragraph 001 1) 

notifying unit for deciding a set value of the image forming apparatus in 
response to an image formation request from the host device, comparing the set value 
decided and the set value that has been stored in said storage unit, processing the 
image formation request if the two set values agree and, if the two set values do not 
agree, notifying the host device of this fact (Paragraphs 0076 - 0078) 

regarding claim 8, information processing apparatus, which is connected 
to said image forming apparatus, for receiving notification from said image forming 
apparatus and displaying it on a display (Paragraph 0048, Claim # 29) 

regarding claim 9, image forming system in which a latest set value that 
has been stored in a printer is acquired and, if the set value differs from a set value that 
has been specified, this fact is reported (Paragraphs 0076 - 0078) 

regarding claim 11, method of controlling an image forming apparatus 
that receives data from a host device and forms an image comprising: a storage unit for 
storing a set value (Paragraph 001 1) 

notifying unit for deciding a set value of the image forming apparatus in 
response to an image formation request from the host device, comparing the set value 
decided and the set value that has been stored in said storage unit, processing the 
image formation request if the two set values agree and, if the two set values do not 
agree, notifying the host device of this fact (Paragraphs 0076 - 0078) 
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Claims 26, 30, 31 , 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Robinson et al (U.S. Pat. 6,775,025). 
Robinson et al discloses: 

regarding claims 26 and 31, an acquiring step of acquiring a previous 
setting previously utilized from the printer; a comparing step of comparing a current 
setting of print data to be transmitted and the previous set value acquired in the 
acquiring step (Abstract, Column 5, Lines 26 - 35) 

an alerting step of, when the previous setting is not identical with the 
current setting, alerting a user; and a transmitting step of, when the previous setting is 
identical with the current setting, transmitting print data to the printer (Abstract, Column 
5, Lines 26 - 45; Column 6, Lines 53 - 60) 

regarding claims 30 and 35, if previous setting is identical with the 
current setting, adding a confirmation print OFF command to the print data, else adding 
a confirmation print ON command to the print data; wherein when the printer receives 
the confirmation print ON command, the printer starts printing after a confirmation is 
input, when the printer receives the confirmation print OFF command, the printer starts 
printing without a confirmation (Column 5, Lines 26 - 62; Column 6, Lines 42 - 60) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 4, 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Murashima (U.S. Pub. 2004/0061887) in view of Otokita (U.S. Pub. 2003/0016259). 

Murashima discloses: 

regarding claim 7, a storage unit for storing a set value/image data; 
transmitting/providing unit for transmitting the set value/image data, which has been 
stored in the storage unit, in response to a request from the host device; and an 
updating/receiving unit for receiving print data from the host device and then updating 
the set value, which has been stored in the storage unit, based upon print data received 
from the host device (Paragraph 0021) 

Murashima does not disclose expressly the following: 

regarding claim 3, wherein the set value that has been stored in said 
storage unit includes size or type or both size and type of a sheet-like medium on which 
an image is formed 

regarding claim 4, wherein set value that has been stored in said 
storage unit includes a setting of distance between an ink-jet printhead and a sheet 

regarding claim 7, information processing apparatus comprises: an 
acquisition unit for acquiring a set value from said image forming apparatus 

comparison unit for comparing a specified set value (printhead gap value) 
in image formation and the set value (medium type) that has been acquired by said 
acquisition unit, transmitting an image formation request to the image forming unit if the 
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two set values agree and, if the two set values do not agree, displaying this fact by a 
display 

Otokita discloses: 

regarding claim 3, wherein the set value that has been stored in said 
storage unit includes size or type or both size and type of a sheet-like medium on which 
an image is formed (Paragraph 001 1), for the purpose of enabling appropriate printing 
according to a printing medium. 

regarding claim 4, wherein set value that has been stored in said 
storage unit includes a setting of distance between an ink-jet printhead and a sheet 
(Paragraphs 0012, 0037), for the purpose of enabling appropriate printing according to 
a printing medium. 

regarding claim 7, information processing apparatus comprises: an 
acquisition unit for acquiring a set value from said image forming apparatus (Paragraph 
001 1), for the purpose of enabling appropriate printing according to a printing medium. 

comparison unit for comparing a specified set value (printhead gap value) 
in image formation and the set value (medium type) that has been acquired by said 
acquisition unit, transmitting an image formation request to the image forming unit if the 
two set values agree and, if the two set values do not agree, displaying this fact by a 
display (Paragraph 0047), for the purpose of enabling appropriate printing according to 
a printing medium. 

At the time the invention was made it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teaching of wherein the set value that has 
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been stored in said storage unit includes size or type or both size and type of a sheet- 
like medium on which an image is formed; wherein set value that has been stored in 
said storage unit includes a setting of distance between an ink-jet printhead and a 
sheet; information processing apparatus comprises: an acquisition unit for acquiring a 
set value from said image forming apparatus; comparison unit for comparing a specified 
set value (printhead gap value) in image formation and the set value (medium type) that 
has been acquired by said acquisition unit, transmitting an image formation request to 
the image forming unit if the two set values agree and, if the two set values do not 
agree, displaying this fact by a display as taught by Otokita into the device of 
Murashima. The motivation for doing so would have been to enable appropriate printing 
according to a printing medium. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Murashima (U.S. Pub. 2004/0061887) in view of Otokita (U.S. Pub 2003/0016259) and 
Aritomi (U.S. Pub. 2002/0180822). 

Murashima does not disclose expressly the following: 

regarding claim 5, a panel for displaying messages and specifying 
inputs; a determination unit for determining whether data received from the host device 
includes a confirmation command; confirmation command is determined once test 
printing to the plain paper ends 
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confirmation unit for displaying a message on said panel and prompting an 
input in response to this message if said determination unit has determined that the 
data includes a confirmation command 

wherein an image is formed based upon the data if an input in response to 
the message is made by confirmation unit 
Aritomi discloses the following: 

regarding claim 5, a panel for displaying messages and specifying 
inputs; a determination unit for determining whether data received from the host device 
includes a confirmation command; confirmation command is determined once test 
printing to the plain paper ends (Paragraph 0077). For the purpose of displaying to the 
user a confirmation command. 

confirmation unit for displaying a message on said panel and prompting an 
input in response to this message if said determination unit has determined that the 
data includes a confirmation command (Paragraph 0077). For the purpose of allowing 
the user to control operation of the image forming apparatus. 

wherein an image is formed based upon the data if an input in response to 
the message is made by confirmation unit (Paragraph 0077). For the purpose of 
performing print output to a print medium on the basis of print data being transmitted. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teaching of a panel for displaying messages 
and specifying inputs; a determination unit for determining whether data received from 
the host device includes a confirmation command; confirmation command is determined 
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once test printing to the plain paper ends; confirmation unit for displaying a message on 
said panel and prompting an input in response to this message if said determination unit 
has determined that the data includes a confirmation command; wherein an image is 
formed based upon the data if an input in response to the message is made by 
confirmation unit as taught by Otokita and Aritomi into the device of Murashima. The 
motivations would have been to display to the user a confirmation command; allow the 
user to control operation of the image forming apparatus; perform print output to a print 
medium on the basis of print data being transmitted. 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Murashima (U.S. Pub. 2004/0061887) in view of Aritomi (U.S. Pub. 2002/0180822). 
Murashima does not disclose expressly the following: 

regarding claim 12, a determination unit for determining whether data 
received from the host device includes a confirmation command; confirmation command 
is determined once test printing to the plain paper ends 

confirmation unit for displaying a message on said panel and prompting an 
input in response to this message if said determination unit has determined that the 
data includes a confirmation command 

wherein an image is formed based upon the data if an input in response to 
the message is made by confirmation unit 
Aritomi discloses the following: 
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regarding claim 12, a determination unit for determining whether data 
received from the host device includes a confirmation command; confirmation command 
is determined once test printing to the plain paper ends (Paragraph 0077). For the 
purpose of displaying to the user a confirmation command. 

confirmation unit for displaying a message on said panel and prompting an 
input in response to this message if said determination unit has determined that the 
data includes a confirmation command (Paragraph 0077). For the purpose of allowing 
the user to control operation of the image forming apparatus. 

wherein an image is formed based upon the data if an input in response to 
the message is made by confirmation unit (Paragraph 0077). For the purpose of 
performing print output to a print medium on the basis of print data being transmitted. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teaching of a panel for displaying messages 
and specifying inputs; a determination unit for determining whether data received from 
the host device includes a confirmation command; confirmation command is determined 
once test printing to the plain paper ends; confirmation unit for displaying a message on 
said panel and prompting an input in response to this message if said determination unit 
has determined that the data includes a confirmation command; wherein an image is 
formed based upon the data if an input in response to the message is made by 
confirmation unit as taught by Aritomi into the device of Murashima. The motivations 
would have been to display to the user a confirmation command; allow the user to 
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control operation of the image forming apparatus; perform print output to a print medium 
on the basis of print data being transmitted. 

Claims 27, 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Robinson et al (U.S. Pat. 6,775,025) in view of Carter et al (U.S. Pub 2003/0202199) 

Robinson et al discloses all the claimed limitations above except for the 
following: 

regarding claims 27 and 32, determining whether the previous user and 
the current user of the printer are the same, if it is determined that the previous user and 
the current user of the printer are no the same, the previous setting is acquired from the 
printer in the acquiring step else the print data is transmitted to the printer in the 
transmitting step 

Carter et al discloses: 

regarding claims 27 and 32, determining whether the previous user and 
the current user of the printer are the same, if it is determined that the previous user and 
the current user of the printer are no the same, the previous setting is acquired from the 
printer in the acquiring step else the print data is transmitted to the printer in the 
transmitting step (Abstract; Paragraph 0005; Claim 20), for the purpose of identifying 
authorized users of the image forming apparatus. 

At the time the invention was made it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teaching of determining whether the previous 
user and the current user of the printer are the same, if it is determined that the previous 
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user and the current user of the printer are no the same, the previous setting is acquired 
from the printer in the acquiring step else the print data is transmitted to the printer in 
the transmitting step as taught by Carter et al into the device of Robinson et al. The 
motivation for doing so would have been to identify authorized users of the image 
forming apparatus. 

Claims 28, 29, 33, 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Robinson et al (U.S. Pat. 6,775,025) in view of Otokita (U.S. Pub. 2003/0016259) 

Robinson et al discloses all the claimed limitations above except for the 
following: 

regarding claims 28 and 33, the setting includes information 
representing the position of the paper-clearance adjusting lever 

regarding claims 29 and 34, the settings include a media type 
Otokita discloses: 

regarding claims 28 and 33, the setting includes information 
representing the position of the paper-clearance adjusting lever (Paragraphs 001 1 - 
0012; 0047), for the purpose of enabling appropriate printing according to a printing 
medium. 

regarding claims 29 and 34, the settings include a media type 
(Paragraphs 001 1 - 0012; 0047), for the purpose of enabling appropriate printing 
according to a printing medium. 
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At the time the invention was made it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teaching of the setting includes information 
representing the position of the paper-clearance adjusting lever; the settings include a 
media type as taught by Otokita into the device of Robinson et al. The motivation for 
doing so would have been to enable appropriate printing according to a printing 
medium. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 - 5, 7 - 12, 15, 26 - 35 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Please see the 
above rejections regarding Murashima (U.S. Pub. 2004/0061887), Robinson etal (U.S. 
Pat. 6,775,025), Murashima in view of Otokita (U.S. Pub. 2003/0016259), and Robinson 
et al in view of Otokita. They disclose an updating unit for receiving print data from the 
host device and then updating the set value that has been stored and compare a 
current setting of print data and a previous setting, and depending on the result, alerting 
the user or transmitting the print data. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Uhlenhake whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5916. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Meier can be reached on (571) 272-2149. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





